
Movie Night: Mondays, 5- 7pm in ME Conference Room
Popcorn, pizza, byob
Monday Jan 30:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_y1Vr2zaYJU

Due today: CATME survey, AesDes Perception Survey (via Qualtrics), Syllabus signature
Don't forget to start your design notebook

Today: Admin stuff, Aesthetics definition, Aesthetics Tour

03 Aesthetics tour, Upcycling
Tuesday, January 12, 2016 8:17 PM
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_y1Vr2zaYJU


Tim Burton, filmmaker. Vision: macabre, spidery, not really scary, humorous
"the preeminent auteur of gothic outsider angst"

From <http://collider.com/tim-burton-movies-ranked-worst-to-best/> 

https://www.google.com/search?q=tim+burton+filmography&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8
#q=beetlejuice&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgFuLQz9U3MC9KMVfiBLEMCyuSzbUkspOt9AtS8wtyUoFUUXF-
nlVufllmavEjRn9ugZc_7glLuU1ac_IaowMXTqVCKlxsrnklmSWVQlJcPFJwezQYpLi44DweAEh-
OjGDAAAA&tbs=kac:1,kac_so:1

1950's cars
https://www.google.com/search?q=50s+cars&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=
0ahUKEwjSqNq7upnKAhVQzGMKHRAfBO4QsAQIHA&biw=1218&bih=388

Aesthetics Tour

Using an aesthetic as a metric requires art, an artistic vision, to be defined, to set the context for the scale.

Let's look at some specific artistic visions, and the associated artifacts to get a sense of 'an aesthetic'.

Industrial design, including products, graphic, stage, interior, and fashion1)
Engineering or computer design2)
"Immaterial products": techniques, services, processes, urban design3)

The range of artifacts is broad: Design theorist Victor Margolin divides design into three categories:

Images taken from Google search unless otherwise noted.
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Novelty architecture/ Roadside Vernacular Architecture

Any art form has a variety of aesthetics: Dance

Dance Vines
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HtQLLgMpoQGrease, 

Swing Dance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myJj0mNNe1Y

Ron Howard/ 1950's Greaser culture (all students had seen this)

Muscle cars

https://www.google.com/search?q=muscle+cars&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=
0ahUKEwj2zuDO4prKAhUC5WMKHcz_CPgQsAQIHA&biw=1218&bih=596Disco

I am not a fan of the following four aesthetics, but I recognize their validity

Religion, angels 
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Red White Blue,  

American eagles
https://www.google.com/search?q=Americana+eagles+colonial+furniture&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=
0ahUKEwijhbrR5ZrKAhVQ2mMKHZTNCQ4Q_AUICCgC&biw=1218&bih=596Americana: 

Colonial furniture

https://www.google.com/search?q=Americana+eagles+colonial+furniture&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=
0ahUKEwijhbrR5ZrKAhVQ2mMKHZTNCQ4Q_AUICCgC&biw=1218&bih=596#tbm=isch&q=colonial+furnitureSports

Corporate logos

Examples
Watts Towers: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/08/us/08watts.html

Upcycling, 
also known as creative reuse, is the process of transforming by-products, waste materials, useless 
and/or unwanted products into new materials or products of better quality or for better 
environmental value.

From <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upcycling> 

   03 Aesthetics tour, Upcycling Page 4    

https://www.google.com/search?q=Americana+eagles+colonial+furniture&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwijhbrR5ZrKAhVQ2mMKHZTNCQ4Q_AUICCgC&biw=1218&bih=596Americana
https://www.google.com/search?q=Americana+eagles+colonial+furniture&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwijhbrR5ZrKAhVQ2mMKHZTNCQ4Q_AUICCgC&biw=1218&bih=596Americana
https://www.google.com/search?q=Americana+eagles+colonial+furniture&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwijhbrR5ZrKAhVQ2mMKHZTNCQ4Q_AUICCgC&biw=1218&bih=596#tbm=isch&q=colonial+furnitureSports
https://www.google.com/search?q=Americana+eagles+colonial+furniture&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwijhbrR5ZrKAhVQ2mMKHZTNCQ4Q_AUICCgC&biw=1218&bih=596#tbm=isch&q=colonial+furnitureSports
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/08/us/08watts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_reuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upcycling


http://www.roadsideamerica.com/tip/2776

100,000 toothpicks Ping pong ball track sculpture of San Francisco by Scott Weaver
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OG5DkJWbeEg

Vegetable Orchestra: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpfYt7vRHuY

Andy Goldsworthy, environmental artist. Makes sculpture from rock, ice, sticks, leaves. Biographical documentary 
about him:
Riedelsheimer, Thomas. Andy Goldsworthy’s Rivers & Tides. Docurama, 2004. Available for checkout.
Excerpt: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7sZv4_0Fxg

Cardboard furniture: 

Cement covered rebar, decorated 
with broken tiles, glass bottles 
etc. 

Example of 'outsider art', 
significant works produced by 
artists outside of the art school -
gallery world.
Museum of Outsider Art = 
American Visionary Art Museum
http://www.avam.org/
Baltimore.

Steampunk
Steampunk is a subgenre of science fiction and sometimes fantasy that incorporates technology and aesthetic 
designs inspired by 19th-century industrial steam-powered machinery

From <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steampunk> 

Aeesthetics Tour Contnued
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http://www.roadsideamerica.com/tip/2776
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OG5DkJWbeEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpfYt7vRHuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7sZv4_0Fxg
http://www.avam.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subgenre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Applied_arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Applied_arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steampunk
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