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Biography

● Name: Leonardo di se r Pie ro da Vinci 
● Birth: April 15, 1452
● Death: May 2, 1519
● Birth Place : Anchiano, near Vinci, Republic 

of Florence  
● Occupation: Painte r, Sculptor, Architect, 

Engineer and what not!







Art 

● The  Mona Lisa 
● The  Virgin on the  Rock 
● The  Last Supper 
● Self Portrait
● Madonna of Carnation
● The  Virgin and Child with St. Anne



The  Mona Lisa (1503-1519)



The  Virgin of the  Rock 



The  Last Supper





Madonna of Carnation
1475-78

The  Virgin and Child with St. 
Anne

1508-17



Characte ristics of Da Vinci’s Paintings

● Oil Painting 
● Underpainting
● Monochromatic Shadows 
● Sfumato (comes from Italian fumo which means smoke)
● Rocky Landscape  
● Chiaroscuro (light/dark)
● Pointing Finger



Inventions
Concepts -

● Helicopte r
● Parachute
● Calculator
● Tank
● Solar Power 
● A basic theory of plate  tectonics 

Studies -

● Hydrodynamics
● Astronomy
● Anatomy
● Optics



Media

● Flying Machine
● Steam Cannon
● The  Aerial Screw/Helicopte r 
● Armoured Vehicles (The  Tank) 
● Gun Array
● Giant Crossbow
● Treadmill Machine  Gun 













Things to learn 

● Be Curious, re lentle ssly curious. 
● Seek knowledge  for its own sake .
● Retain a childlike  state  of wonder. 
● Start with the  de tails. 
● Respect facts. 
● Think visually. 
● Indulge  fantasy.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Excerpt FromLeonardo da VinciWalter Isaacson



References

● Isaacson, Walte r. Leonardo da Vinci. New York: Simon & Schuste r, 2017
● Nage l, Alexander. “Leonardo and Sfumato.” Anthropology and Aesthe tics. 24 (Autumn, 1993): pp. 7-20 .
● “Kenne th Clark, “Mona Lisa,” Burlington Magazine  115.840  (March 1973), 144.
● Kemp and Pallanti, Mona Lisa, 10 ; Giuseppe  Pallanti, Mona Lisa Revealed (Skira, 2006); Dianne  Hales, Mona Lisa: A 

Life  Discovered (Simon & Schuste r, 2014). 
● Pallanti, Mona Lisa Revealed, 89–92.”
● Codex Atl., 391r-a/1082r; Notebooks/J. P. Richte r, 1340 . 
● Martin Kemp, Leonardo da Vinci: Experience , Experiment, and Design, catalogue  for Victoria  and Albert Collection 

(2006)
● Francis Ames-Lewis, “Leonardo’s Botanical Drawings,” Achademia Leonardo da Vinci 10  (1997), 117.
● Infe ld, Leonardo da Vinci and the  Fundamental Laws of Science , 26.
● Brian Richardson, Printing, Write rs and Readers in Renaissance  Italy (Cambridge , 1999), 3; Lotte  He llinga, “The  

Introduction of Printing in Italy,” unpublished ms., University of Mancheste r Library, undated.



Tongue  of the  Woodpecker 

● The  tongue  of a woodpecker can extend more  than three  times the  length of 
its bill. When not in use , it re tracts into the  skull.

● When the  bird smashes its beak repeatedly into tree  bark, the  force  exerted 
on its head is ten times what would kill a human.

● But, its bizarre  long tongue  and supporting structure  act as a cushion, 
shie lding the  brain from shock.



There  is no reason you actually need to know any of this. It is information that has 
no real utility for your life , just as it had none  for Leonardo. But I thought maybe , 
afte r learning about him, like  Leonardo would want to know, just out of curiosity. 
Pure  Curiosity, pe riod. 
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