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BIOGRAPHY: FINDING EACH OTHER 

 Charles

 St. Louis born

 Studied architecture at WashU

 Works on a few projects' 
homes/churches

 Attended a Fellowship, then 
became the industrial design 
director at Cranbrook in MI 

 Ray

 From Sacramento

 Goes to the Bennett School for Girls 
in NY

 Loves fashion, theatre, and the arts

 Studies painting from 1933-39

 Applies to Cranbrook 

Married in 1941



BIOGRAPHY: FIRST YEARS TOGETHER

 Charles and Ray Eames 

 Move to LA together in 1941 

 Plywood Manufacturing in spare 
bedroom

 WWII 

 With U.S. Navy funding, the 
Eameses, alongside a small staff, 
manufactured leg splints, body 
litters, and aircraft parts.



INSPIRATIONS

 The Office missioned to produce high-quality products from readily available, 
often industrial, materials to the masses. 

 Every object had what Charles called a “way-it-should-be-ness.”

 The rightness of particular forms, colors, and finishing details. Further, Ray 
declared, “What works good is better than what looks good, because what works 
good lasts.”

 There is a common tendency to categorize their efforts based on gender, Charles 
and Ray’s visions were enmeshed, functioning as one entity. 



THEMES

Charles – Industrial Designer and Architect
Ray- Fashion Designer and Multifaceted artist

Elements from both disciplines and collaborative, 
Art and Design are entangled 

-Use of Readily available materials
Plywood, Light metals, plastic forms 

-Using post-war industrial processes 
Mechanized processes for Mass-producibility

-Widely available high-quality, thoughtfully designed, goods 
Should be the same anytime, anywhere 



WORKS: ARCHITECTURE 

Case Study House #8, 1945

IBM NY World’s Fair 
Pavilion, 1964  



WORKS: ART

Ray’s Fashion 
Drawings and 
“Paper Dolls”

Charles’ Mexican 
Watercolors, 1933



WORKS: COMMUNICATION AND FILM

 Powers of 10 

https://youtu.be/0fKBhvDjuy0?t=36


WORKS: TOYS

Molded Plywood Animals, 
1945 The Toy, 1951



WORKS: FURNITURE, SEATING

Lounge Chair and 
Ottoman, 1956LCW, 1945 

“Lounge Chair Wood” 
Time mag. “the Chair of the Century



WORKS: FURNITURE, DESKS AND STORAGE
Eames Storage Units (ESU), 
1950 Eames Desk Unit (EDU), 

1951



WORKS: FURNITURE, SITE SPECIFIC

Crow Island School Furniture, 
1938, Winnetka, IL

Klienhans Auditorium Seating, 
1939                             Buffalo,NY



WORKS: FURNITURE, EXPERIMENTAL

1944 Lounge Chair1951 Wire Sofa



CONCLUSION

Information and Photos retrieved from https://www.eamesoffice.com/

• Charles passes away in 1978, leading Ray to close the active office

• Ray lectured, and welcomed visitors until her death in 1988

• Before she passed, she donated over 1.5 million artifacts to the Library of Congress

• “From 1988 onward, the dedicated Eames family and Eames Office staff have continued the 
operations and remembrance of Charles and Ray’s livelihood.”

Eames 
Hang-it- all: 
$245

Eames Task chair: 
starting at $895

Eames Lounge
Chair and Ottoman:
Starting at $5,995
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