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I N T R O D U C T I O N

He studied at the University of Pennsylvania's School of
Fine Arts and later became a professor there. Kahn was
greatly influenced by the work of Le Corbusier, but
developed his own unique style, which emphasized light,
form, and materials. 

Throughout his career, he designed many notable buildings,
including the Yale University Art Gallery, the Salk Institute,
and the Kimbell Art Museum. Kahn's work was known for its
simplicity and power, and he is still regarded as one of the
most influential architects of the 20th century.



D E S I G N  P H I L O S O P H Y

01 Kahn's design philosophy was deeply influenced
by his belief that architecture should serve a
larger purpose beyond mere utility. He saw
buildings as an opportunity to create something
meaningful and timeless, and believed that light,
form, and materials were essential tools in
achieving this goal.

02 By using raw materials to create powerful, sculptural forms,
and by using light to define space and create atmosphere,
Kahn sought to create buildings that were not only functional,
but also deeply moving and inspiring.

  Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad

Salk Institute for Biological Studies, La Jolla, California



2014

N O T A B L E  W O R K S

One of Kahn's earliest and most important works
Features a simple, geometric design that
emphasizes light and space
Used natural light to create a sense of drama and
atmosphere
Considered a masterpiece of mid-century modern
architecture

Yale University Art Gallery (1953-1958)
Commissioned by Jonas Salk to design a research
facility in La Jolla, California
Features two symmetrical buildings overlooking the
Pacific Ocean
Emphasizes light, space, and a sense of openness
Used raw materials such as concrete and wood to
create a powerful, sculptural form
Considered one of Kahn's greatest achievements
and a landmark in modern architecture

Salk Institute (1959-1965)
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N O T A B L E  W O R K S

Completed in 1972, the museum is considered one
of Kahn's greatest achievements
Known for its elegant, understated design and
innovative use of natural light
The building's vaulted ceilings and indirect lighting
create a serene, contemplative atmosphere that
complements the art on display

Kimbell Art Museum (Completed in 1972)
Completed in 1982, the building is a symbol of
modern architecture in Bangladesh
Its monumental scale and geometric forms are
designed to evoke the country's rich cultural
heritage
The building's central atrium, crowned by a massive
concrete dome, is one of the most impressive
features of the design

National Assembly Building, Bangladesh (Completed in 1982) 



I N F L U E N C E  O N  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  D E S I G N

Kahn's influence can be seen in
the work of many contemporary
architects, who continue to
explore the themes of light,
space, and materials that he
pioneered. By emphasizing the
emotive power of architecture
and the importance of creating
meaningful, timeless buildings,
Kahn has left a lasting legacy in
the field of modern design.

Frank Gehry Renzo Piano

Known for his use of unconventional
materials and sculptural forms
Cites Kahn as a major influence on his work
Believes that Kahn's focus on the emotive
power of architecture is essential to creating
meaningful buildings

Known for his use of glass and other transparent
materials to create light-filled spaces
Cites Kahn as a major influence on his work
Believes that Kahn's use of natural light to create
atmosphere is a key element of modern
architecture



Louis Kahn's work emerged during a time of
significant change in the world of architecture
and design, as architects began to question the
limitations of modernism and embrace a more
humanistic approach to design
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Kahn's work reflected a desire to move beyond
modernism while still maintaining a focus on
light, form, and materials, and emphasized the
importance of space, context, and the natural
environment
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C O N T E X T  F O R  K A H N ' S  W O R K

His use of traditional elements like brick and
concrete, as well as geometric forms and
arches that harkened back to ancient
civilizations, reflected a deep appreciation for
history and culture
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Today, Kahn's work remains a powerful example
of the ongoing evolution of design, and his
focus on light, form, and materials continues to
inspire architects and designers around the
world.
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In conclusion, Kahn's work and legacy remind us of the
importance of creating spaces that are both functional and
beautiful, and that respond to the unique contexts in which
they are situated. His emphasis on light, form, and
materials, as well as his appreciation for the natural
environment, continue to inspire and influence architects
and designers around the world, and his impact on the field
of architecture will be felt for generations to come.

S U M M A R Y  A N D
F I N A L  T H O U G H T S


