
Design Award competitions
There are many design competitions in the areas of industrial, product and furniture design. The metrics used in the competitions are quite variable, and 
are generally described only in terms of the  jurors; by looking at the jurors' work you can infer the values being judged.
Most of the competitions are being run by private organizations, with all the complications that can result; the judging may not be impartial. This is an 
opportunity to practice a bit of critical analysis, just as you would when evaluating a product review online. Can you trust the results? Maybe.
Two of the competitions are run by institutions, which may be more trustworthy. However, the metrics are still ruled by the juror selections.

In groups and breakout rooms, select an interesting recent (2023 or 2024) winner. Post a link to it in Slack #Design Awards channel. Comment on the 
aesthetics of the design.

NDA National Design Awards1.
https://www.cooperhewitt.org/national-design-awards/
https://www.cooperhewitt.org/design-competition-design-challenge/
The Cooper Hewett Design Museum which runs the competition is part of the Smithsonian, giving it some weight.

“International Design Excellence Awards.” Industrial Designers Society of America - IDSA. https://www.idsa.org/awards-recognitions/idsaawards/2.
The Industrial Designers Society of America is a professional society like any other (ASME or IEEE), which lends some credibility to this 
competition.

“iF Design Awards.” iF WORLD DESIGN GUIDE.https://ifdesign.com/en/  German company (nonprofit?)3.
Our mission is to support academic research and education, culture, social engagement, environmental awareness, and sustainability. The iF 
Design Foundation provides financial support for selected design projects as well as initiating its own projects, conferences, and more. 

Product Categories | Red Dot Award: Product Design.” http://red-dot.de/ Red Dot is another German international design competition, like iF, but 
started in a different city.

4.

“Edison AwardsTM - Honoring Innovations and Innovators.” http://www.edisonawards.com.5.
Not to be confused with the Edison Awards in Dutch music or Tamil filmmaking

“German Design Awards.” . http://www.german-design-award.com/en/the-winners/gallery.html. 6.

“Core77 Design Awards.” Core77. http://designawards.core77.com.7.
https://competition.adesignaward.com/theaward.html " the largest design competition in the world"

“About - International Design Awards.” Accessed April 20, 2017. https://idesignawards.com
Based in Denmark

8.

“European Product Design Awards.” . https://productdesignaward.eu/.9.

Have a look, and see if you can find commonalities that suggest 'good design'.
Note that many of these competitions have a category for student work. All you need is a good set of plans!

Today
Pod Facilitators have been posted in Slack.

Luke Prins Influential Car Designers

Definitely Slack today, maybe clickers.

32 Design Awards
Monday, April 22, 2024 11:51 AM

   AesDes2024 Page 1    

https://www.cooperhewitt.org/national-design-awards/
https://www.cooperhewitt.org/design-competition-design-challenge/
https://www.idsa.org/awards-recognitions/idsaawards/
http://red-dot.de/
http://www.edisonawards.com
http://www.german-design-award.com/en/the-winners/gallery.html
http://designawards.core77.com
https://competition.adesignaward.com/theaward.html
https://idesignawards.com
https://productdesignaward.eu/


   AesDes2024 Page 2    



   AesDes2024 Page 3    


