04 Upcycle specs - posting demo

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 11:26 AM

Today: Yes, clickers and table tents today

Admin
Grad presentation: Matt Sherman - Designer Toys
Finish Art and Aesthetics Definitions
Posting demo
Upcycle specs
Sketching practice
Friday: Lab and Fab resources. Also see

Admin

Blog and Critique

e First blog post due tonight at midnight

¢ Due Sunday at midnight: 2 critiques of another Aesthetics Exploration post from this semester.
Critique 2 posts that have zero or one other critique (eventually, all posts will end up with two
critiques). Read the post in detail. Enter your critique as a comment.
Critiques must be specific. List one or more strengths of the post, and one suggestion for
improvement, often best phrased as a question: "why did you choose..."

We will talk more about critique a bit later in the semester.

Other assignments
e Syllabus agreement, Slack signup, AesDes.org login due now. No late penalties, for anything this
semester- it's all on you. If you are late, you'll miss out on info and feedback.
e Friday CATME survey.
Slack trouble: Anjali Shadija <AnjaliSanjaykumar.Shadija@colorado.edu> or in Canvas
AesDes.org trouble: Dev Mahajan <DevSanjay.Mahajan@colorado.edu>
Catme trouble: email me with a list of your email addresses. Hertzberg@colorado.edu

Grad Presentations
Slgnup by 1/27, but earlier is better - slots are limited

Matt Sherman - Designer Toys
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Definitions of Aesthetics

Study of beauty

Metric for art: is it art? Is it good art?

“Aesthetics of XYZ" describes a non-unique scale for evaluation
of art. Once a vision or an intent has been defined, an artifact can
be compared to it, be measured by it.

Is money an aesthetic?
Psychological measure of affect

[We define]aesthetics to be the study of those mental processes
that underlie disinterested evaluative experiences that are
anchored at the positive end by feelings that would accompany
verbal expressions such as "Oh wow! That’s wonderful! | love it!”
and at the negative end by "Oh yuck! That's awful! | hate it!”

Palmer, Stephen E, Karen B Schloss, and Jonathan Sammartino. *Visual Aesthetics and Human Preference.” Annual Review
of Psychology 64 (January 3, 2013): 77-107. doi:10.1146/annurev-psych-120710-100504.

Set of guidelines, design rules that define an artist or a
movement

In groups, recap last class
List an aesthetic. What are the characteristics that a work needs to satisfy?

Examples from previous years:

1. Tropical: natural shapes, bright colors, high contrast

2. Academia, earth tones, books, wood paneling, old with intricate patterns

3. Glow wave: geometric, lights, black background, neon

4. Minimalism. Light colors, simple shapes, focused on functionality

5. Cereal boxes. Crazy mascot, large image of the grains, bright colors

6. Modern architecture: simplicity, monotone, sleek, blocky (large scale) Engineering Center -
Brutalist

7. Modern gothic style: dark, ornate, intricate, stone, metal, wood, made into creatures

8. Workwear aesthetic; paint splatters, earth tones, dirty, worn, Carhart. Overalls.

9. Steampunk: open mechanisms, brass, steel, complexity, 1890s- 1920 styles

10. Industrial: gray metal tones, sleek, shiny, bare, utilitarian, unrefined. Exposed ductwork, polished
concrete floors

2025

Steampunk: gears, Mad Max, rebellious, against industrial revolution, Metals. Moving parts, steam
power

Y2K Futurism, metallics, visions of the future, blobjects - blob shapes, natural shapes, lines, now
nostalgia,

Cybergoth: dark colors , leathers, exposed circuitry, LEDs wires, gas masks, dreadlocks. Matrix,
Bladerunner, cyberpunk
Solarpunk : futurism, nature, wind turbines, solar.

2024:

1. Vapor wave: music - synth, 80's, neon, grid lines, retro digital
2. Whimsigoth: moody, dark, houseplants, crystals, celestial themes.
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3. Wabi sabi - Japanese, beauty of imperfection, kinsugi- broken pottery, seams in gold

4. Deconstructivism- art of making something look unfinished or broken down, freedom of form in
architecture.

5. 2000's elementary school -silly band bracelet, smelly pencils, Bill Nye science guy, pastel plaid
shorts, magic school bus tv show

6. Suburban mom - LiveLaughLove stenography, wine and coffee topics embroidered towels, family
van with stickers, yoga pants

Neighbor exchange (5 minutes): What aesthetic is your first blog post (going to
be) about?

Want a live demo of posting?

) A) Yes

B) No thanks s

How to post live demo

O NV REWN R

Have your media files ready

Login

Add media to media library

Write text. Don't forget full attributions.
Choose featured image

Choose category

Publish

Review

AesDes2025 Page 3



